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OPPONENTS OF THREE-STRIKES LAW START PETITION DRIVE

Volunteers with Families to Amend California's Three Strikes are gathering signatures to support their cause as they stand outside Bakersfield stores.
The group's members started gathering signatures at the end of December and they plan to be outside the Valley Plaza Mall soon, said member Vanessa Shadden. Her husband received a third strike for placing a phone call to Shadden to dissuade a witness.
Under California law, people convicted of two serious or violent felonies can be sentenced to 25 years to life in prison if found guilty of any third felony. Shadden wants the law amended to only include violent felonies.
Kern County District Attorney Ed Jagels has said the law is doing what it was intended to do -- drive down the crime rate.
