EDUCATE OR INCARCERATE

It has become painfully obvious that our political leaders are more interested in incarceration over education. Over the years education spending in our wonderful State has declined 4 percent while prison spending has increased 8 percent.

While many other states have chosen to change their draconian sentencing laws and reduce their prison populations to cut spending and save money. California has chosen to continue warehousing thousands of non-violent men and women who are serving 25- years to life sentences for crimes such as joyriding petty theft, attempted burglary, receiving stolen property, making criminal threats and petty drug possession. 

These inmates receive no work time or good time credits. Yet someone who has committed a murder does receive these credits and is eligible for parole after serving just l7 years of their sentence, while a non-violent three strike inmate must serve the entire 25-years before he or she is eligible for parole. 

California continues to have enormous budget deficits and a prison system that is extremely overcrowded, and draining State funds that would normally be used for education. However the legislators continue to portray non-violent three strike inmates as dangerous criminals who deserve to serve a life sentence for crimes that would have ordinarily carried 6 months to one year in the county jail. 

Most of these inmates have already served l4 to l5 years and are up in age. These are the inmates that will surely need the medical services the Federal Receiver is asking for in order to bring the California Prison System into compliance within Constitutional requirements. 

The majority of these offenders have never killed, molested, raped or committed violent acts against anyone. Most are drug abusers who have committed petty drug related offenses that, with proper drug and alcohol treatment, could become productive tax paying citizens, instead of tax burdens.  

California is being fleeced by politicians who want to continue warehousing non-violent three strike inmates, all the while knowing that the expense of such a policy grows exponentially by the month.

The California Prison System should not be allowed to continue draining the State’s assets for political gains or ideologies while breaking the back of the State’s education and other human resource organizations and institutions.
EDUCATION AND TREATMENT, NOT PRISONS, ARE THE BEST INVESTMENTS FOR

CALIFORNIA’S TAX DOLLARS.
For more info, Contact: Ms. Barbara Brooks, 530-329-8566 YesWeCanChange3X@aol .com

Or Ms. Geri Silva, F.A.C.T.S. (213) 746-4844
